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The sponsor for the Innocence Project National Capital Area (IPNCA) requires HTML editing software for purposes of building and maintaining a website.  There are many commercial software packages on the market for performing HTML editing.  MS FrontPage is one of the most popular and widely used.  The following provides an overview and review of the website design features of FrontPage 2002.  

Microsoft FrontPage 2002 has many dynamic features over other website design applications.  It gives users the ability to add dynamic content with a photo gallery component, PowerPoint-like drawing tools and a SharePoint Team Services function.  The greatest benefit of MS FrontPage is that it adds much of the functionality contained in other MS Office applications such as Word, PowerPoint, and Excel.  Users already familiar with these applications can easily transfer their skills to FrontPage and be able create WebPages as easy as other MS Office documents.

With the Photo Gallery function of FrontPage, users can quickly create a photo gallery to display personal/business photos and images.  Images can be added to the electronic photo gallery and users can select from several different customizable layouts.  Furthermore, this function allows for captions and descriptions to be added to images.  The images can then be reordered, resized, shuffled based on user preference.

Figure 1.  FrontPage Photo Gallery Feature
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As mentioned previous, MS FrontPage leverages the functionality of other MS Office applications.  The PowerPoint Like Drawing Tools feature allows users to draw diagrams using auto shapes, drop shadows, Word Art and text boxes.  These tools are identical to the drawing features in Word and PowerPoint.  Therefore, users can easily copy drawings from other MS Office document and edit directly within the FrontPage application.  The interoperability of this feature is essential in an IT environment that relies heavily on MS Office products.

Figure 2.  FrontPage PowerPoint-Like Drawing Tools
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The SharePoint Team Services feature allows users to design custom web pages and collaboration tools that are accessible to a whole team, organization or even family.  A unique benefit of this feature is that it makes it possible for users edit the Sharepoint team Web site straight from the browser allows accessibility for everyone to participate in discussions, surveys, announcement, etc.  Much like Blackboard™, users can upload documents, participate in threaded discussions directly from their Netscape or Internet Explorer browser.  Finally, this feature allows users to sign up to receive email notifications whenever site discussions or the web page content has changed.

Figure 3.  FrontPage SharePoint Team Services

The JHU Capstone Team for the IPNCA reviewed Microsoft FrontPage 2002 as a potential HTML editing application for use during implementation.  The team found that the features described above, to name a few, worked well as advertised.  Anyone that is familiar with MS Office applications can easily create a website with this software without knowing any HTML coding language.  The automated features provided many canned options for simple useful website.  However, the team did find some cons to this software.  First, many standard FTP software and Webserver applications do not functional well yet with MS FrontPage web publishing.  The team created a simple project website that was built with an automated feature and experienced difficulty in uploading the site as well as getting all the features to work.  Furthermore, the JHU Capstone website specifically states that it does not support FrontPage publishing.  Another disadvantage of this software is that many of the features are canned and coded in such a way that it is difficult to customize and troubleshoot.  A web developer is at a better advantage if he/she builds customized applications from scratch and avoid any built routines that FrontPage may generate in the background.

In summary, MS FrontPage is an excellent software application for users who know little HTML programming, familiar with MS Office programs and have routine expectations for a web base solution.  Since Microsoft products are ubiquitous, FrontPage works well on any system with Windows.  However, if an organization requires more unique applications, it is recommended that the automated features be avoided for purposes of maintenance, customizing and troubleshooting.  










